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I-69 Projects 
Authorized in
2019 UTP     
Congressionally
Designated I-69
System in Texas

UTP Projects Will Allow
More I-69 Route Miles

to be Added to 
the Interstate 

Highway System

$3.4 Billion in Future I-69 Projects 
Are Authorized in TxDOT’s 2019 UTP

www.i69TexasAlliance.com  -  Encouraging Cooperation and Seeking Solutions Since 1994

         Momentum Building as I-69 Construction Continues

2019

2019

Construction of Interstate 69W mainlane bridges over 
Interstate 35 and Union Pacific tracks in Laredo

Advancing Projects
 The sustained effort to ramp up planning, funding and 

construction of priority projects on the 1,142-mile I-69 System in 
Texas has gained significant momentum in the past five years.

 TxDOT is pushing forward to advance priority projects, filling 
in gaps that will allow more already completed segments to be 
added to the Interstate Highway System.  

 Interstate 69 is being developed as a series of incremental 
upgrades to existing highways - US 59, US 77, US 281, SH 44, US 
83 and US 84.   A total of 207 miles of I-69 and I-2 have been added 
to the Interstate System.  About half of the overall mileage on the 
Texas I-69 System is either now signed as interstate or is in some 
stage of the TxDOT project development process.

$3.4 Billion in 2019 UTP for I-69
 More than 45 projects on the I-69 System with a combined 

construction cost of more than $3.4 billion are included in TxDOT’s 
2019 Unified Transportation Program (UTP).  The UTP authorizes 
TxDOT and partners to move forward with studies, design, ROW 
acquisition, final engineering and construction. The I-69 Advisory 
Committee is assisting TxDOT in identifying and prioritizing 
projects for future funding.  Steady progress can only be made 
with sustained state funding.

A Multimodal Freight Corridor
 The Texas highways that make up I-69 are already major freight 

corridors connecting Gulf Coast manufactures, inland markets, 
Texas seaports and border ports. Freight traffic on Texas highways 
is projected to double by 2040 and completing I-69 is essential to 
ensuring safety and efficient movement of goods.  

 More than one-third of the population of Texas lives in the 
counties along the I-69 System route.  These Texans depend on 
I-69 and future I-69 highway upgrades for local mobility and as 
vital inter-regional connectors.  And continued improvement of 
the I-69 system is important to providing additional evacuation 
capacity for the growing population along the Texas Coast.

Protecting Props 1 & 7 Funding
 Progress on I-69 has been possible because Texas voters 

overwhelmingly approved Proposition 1 and Proposition 7 
funding.  The Alliance for I-69 Texas urges the Legislature to fully 
appropriate highway funding promised to voters.

 We further urge lawmakers to eliminate the 2025 sunset 
termination date for Prop 1 funding or, at a minimum, to extend 
the Prop 1 termination date for 10 years.  This is essential to 
TxDOT’s ability to plan and award contracts for highway projects 
which stretch over several years.

The Alliance
 Established in 1994, the Alliance for I-69 Texas has consistently 

been successful in advocating for the development of I-69.  The 
Alliance is a non-profit made up of cities, counties, economic 
development groups, port authorities and associate members. 



Alliance for I-69 Texas Board Members - 2019
NORTHEAST

James Carlow,* County Judge, Bowie County
Alliance Vice Chair

Charles Thomas,* Carthage Economic Improvement Corp.
Larry Hurta, Mayor of Marshall  

LeeAnn Jones, County Judge, Panola County
Chad Sims, County Judge, Harrison County

Steve Williams, City Manager, City of Carthage
Cory Floyd, Texarkana Chamber of Commerce

EAST
Sydney Murphy,* County Judge, Polk County

Alliance Board Chairman
Greg Sowell, County Judge, Nacogdoches County
Jim Jeffers,* City Manager, City of Nacogdoches

Keith Wright, City Manager, City of Lufkin
Representative, Angelina County

NORTH CENTRAL
Roger Guenther,* Executive Director, Port of Houston Authority 

Alliance Vice Chair
Bob Harvey, President & CEO, Greater Houston Partnership

Richard Ridings, Sr. VP, HNTB Corp.

CENTRAL
Billie Jones,* Wharton Chamber of Commerce

Vincent Morales, Commissioner, Fort Bend County
Tim Barker, Mayor of Wharton

William Benton, Mayor of Rosenberg 
Chad Odom, Executive Director, 

Wharton Economic Development Council
Jeff Wiley, President, Greater Fort Bend Economic 

Development Council

COASTAL BEND
Barbara Canales,* County Judge, Nueces County 

Charlie Zahn,* Chairman, Port of Corpus Christi Authority
David Krebs, County Judge, San Patricio County

Joe McComb, Mayor of Corpus Christi

WEST SPUR – SOUTH TEXAS
Gerry Schwebel,* International Bank of Commerce, 

Alliance Vice Chair
Pete Saenz, Mayor of Laredo

Tano Tijerina, County Judge, Webb County
Ben Zeller, County Judge, Victoria County

Representative, Port of Victoria

EAST SPUR – SOUTH TEXAS
David Garza,* County Commissioner, Cameron County

  Alliance Secretary /Treasurer
Sergio Contreras,* CEO, Rio Grande Valley Partnership 

Alan Johnson, Chairman, Port of Harlingen
Richard Cortez,  County Judge, Hidalgo County

Daniel Silva, CEO, Mission Economic Development Corp.
Cynthia Garza-Reyes, Business Development Dir., City of Pharr

Raudel Garza, CEO, Harlingen Economic Development Corp.

Regional Mobility Authorities
Pete Sepulveda, Executive Director, 

Cameron County RMA
Pilar Rodriguez, Executive Director, 

Hidalgo County RMA

Ex-Officio Members
Louis Bronaugh, Helen Walker, 

Robert Eckels, John Thompson, Loyd Neal 
(Former Alliance Board Chairs)

Michael Behrens, Amadeo Saenz
(Former TxDOT Executive Directors)

               * Executive Committee Members

I-69 Day Sponsors
Carthage

Improvement 
Corp.

Alliance Contacts: Jennifer Shepard, Alliance Executive Director  - (703) 580-4416; Jennifer@jgshepard.com
Gary Bushell, Gary Bushell, LLP - Austin Representative  - (512) 478-6661; gebushell@aol.com

Larry Meyers, Meyers & Associates - Washington Representative  - (202) 484-2773; larry.meyers@meyersandassociates.com
Don Rodman - Communications - (361) 877-0409; don@therodmanco.com

Judge Sydney Murphy, Alliance Board Chairman  - (936) 327-6813; smurphy@co.polk.tx.us

www.i69TexasAlliance.com 
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The 6 Border Ports of Entry 
Connected to the I-69 

Route Account for 50% of 
All U.S. Southern Border 

Truck Crossings

Port Huron & Detroit Account 
for 40% of All U.S. Northern 

Border Truck Crossings

Long-Haul Freight
Connectors to I-69 Corridor

Major Air Cargo Airports 
Near the I-69 Corridor

All 10 Texas Deepwater Gulf 
Ports Are Served by I-69
Major  Truck-Rail Intermodal 
Facilities Near I-69 Corridor

445445

I-69 Multi-Modal 
Freight Network

950 Miles of I-69 in Various 
States Are Now Part of 

Interstate Highway System

2019


